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COVID-19 – APPROVED MANNER OF COURT PROCEEDINGS (No. 4) 
 
 

On 16 April 2021 the Chief Justice approved various alternatives to face-to-face court 
proceedings pursuant to s 20(2)(b) of the COVID-19 Disease Emergency (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2020.   His Honour's determination was authorised by the Attorney-General by 
a notice under s 20(1) of that Act. The Attorney-General's notice and the Chief Justice's 
determination expired 12 months later, pursuant to s 8(2)(a) of that Act. In May 2021 the 
Attorney-General issued a new notice and the Chief Justice published a new determination, re-
instating the alternatives to face-to-face proceedings for a period of 12 months, which has now 
expired. 
 
Because of the continuing need to take precautions against the spread of COVID-19, and 
because of the possibility that future lockdowns may be imposed on very short notice, the 
arrangements have been reinstated.  
 
The Attorney-General has issued notice under s 20(1) and the Chief Justice has made a third 
determination under s 20(2)(b).  Copies of both instruments are attached. 
 
The Chief Justice's determination will remain in force until 11 May 2023, or until 60 days after 
the "emergency cessation day" specified under s 27(2) of the Act, whichever is the earlier. 
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